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Spring Greetings!

Spring is such a beautiful time in North 
Central Florida. Days are warm and sunny 
and nights are still cool. And thankfully, the 
humidity of summer has not yet arrived. 
The world has become lush and green 
again and it is difficult to stay indoors. 
Come visit!

I have some very good news to share. In 
mid-March we learned that we have been 
awarded seven years of reaccreditation 
by the Accreditation Commission for 
Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine 
(ACAOM), the maximum number of 
years of accreditation possible. This is 
a major accomplishment for our school. 
Congratulations to our wonderful staff, 
faculty, students, and governing board for 
all of their hard work during the site visit. I 
am so grateful to work with such amazing 
people at such an amazing place.

And the beat goes on… 

The intern class is picking up the 
pace in clinic. They have 

been terrific with their 
outreach events and the 
results of their labors 
are beginning to show. 
In March, Brendan 

Kelly was here to teach 
Practice Management, 

with rave reviews from the 
interns. 

Practice Management was also their final 
weekend class, not that that had anything 
to do with their enthusiasm! They move 
to the final phase of their clinical training 
in May. It is hard to believe, but their 
commencement is right around the corner. 
Please mark your calendars for August 
26, 2017 when we get to celebrate their 
commencement.

The second year students return this 
month for their final session before their 
residency in September. The first year 
students are also back this month for 
session three and the start of the herbal 
program. The newest class was here for 
their second session earlier this month. 
Dan Sachs came from Portland to be 
with them for several days. In June we will 
welcome them back for their third session 
and the start of herbs.  

We’ve had some rich community outreach 
offerings. While Brendan Kelly was 
here, he gave an invigorating public talk 
on “Cancer and Climate Change.” The 
take home message revolves around 
the old phrase, “as above, so below”.  
Brendan made the connection between 
our warming planet and the epidemic of 
cancer diagnoses. The changes we see 
happening on the planet are happening 
inside us as well and we can have a 
positive impact on our internal climate as 
well as the external climate, if we can stop 
the climate change within us. The more 
we slow down and cool our frantic lives, 
the cooler the planet will be. If you have 
not yet read his book, I highly recommend 
Brendan Kelly’s The Yin and Yang of 
Climate Crisis.
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Acupuncturist needed for busy Indiana 
clinic

We need a motivated acupuncturist 
to help meet the demand of our busy 
acupuncture clinic in Evansville, Indiana. 
We are the only NCCAOM clinic in the 
tri-state area attracting clients from a 
large geographical area. Evansville is 
a conservative community of 150,000 
people and home to three colleges. It is 
situated on the Ohio River where hiking, 
canoeing, golfing, boating and horse 
racing are popular activities. Indianapolis, 
Louisville, Nashville and St. Louis are 
all less than three hours away. The tri-
state area is low cost, safe and friendly. 
This area has been quite receptive 
to acupuncture and Chinese herbal 
medicine.

The candidate will need to become 
familiar with Dr. Tan balance technique. 
Some marketing is required. Must be self-
motivated worker. Mentoring available as 
time allows at the clinic. 

Contact me at 812.867.WELL (9355) or at 
the website www.acevv.com.

-Charlene Fabiano
Class 23

Academy graduate is new Director of Medicinary 
Operations at OCOM

I have been appointed Director of Medicinary Operations 
of the Oregon College of Oriental Medicine (OCOM). The 
OCOM Herbal Medicinary provides custom compounded 
formulas in both raw and granule form for the OCOM 
student clinics, as well as nationwide community of 
licensed practitioners. 

I really enjoy my new position. I get to collaborate with passionate students, educators, 
practitioners and patients, to herb growers, importers and manufacturers. Together we 
are shaping the future of herbal medicine in this country. It is a tremendous honor and 
privilege for me. I also super enjoy serving as part-time faculty as a clinic supervisor. 
My experience at the Academy infused me with passion and dedication to our medicine 
and for the education of new practitioners. Not a day goes by at my work where I don’t 
draw from the wisdom I gained from Gary Dolowich, Dorit Reznek, Thea Elijah, 
Isaac Goren and many others who were faculty at the Academy. It is a kick to be 
passing on these lessons to a new generation.

-Bonnie Sweetland
Class 16

Acupuncturist needed for integrative medicine 
center in Jacksonville, FL

I am practicing Five Element acupuncture on Monday 
and Wednesday mornings in a three-month pilot program 
at Mayo’s Breast Cancer Center. As a major cancer 
research and treatment center, Mayo expects me to use  
current acupuncture research protocols which have been 
proven effective for managing the symptoms of cancer 
treatment. 

I still have a part time to full time position available for a great practice opportunity in 
my very full Five Element-focused practice in Jacksonville, FL. Please send resume to 
drmichael@TreatRootCause.com. Our website is www.TreatRootCause.com.

-Michael Kowalski
Governing Board member
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Looking for a Five Element 
Acupuncturist

We are looking to hire a part-time 
Five Element acupuncture practitioner 
licensed in Florida (or eligible for Florida 
licensure) to join our practice. A perfect 
candidate would be self-motivated and 
have a good understanding of anatomy 
and the musculoskeletal system. Dr. 
Tan Balancing Method training is a 
plus. Available to work on weekends, 
organized, and enthusiastic is a BIG plus. 
Being motivated to build the practice will 
allow you great opportunity to advance 
to a full-time practice and income growth. 
We are basically looking for a good fit 
for a long-term opportunity. This position 
might be ideal for newer, positive and 
motivated graduates.

To apply, please email your resume and 
cover letter to us at bodiesinbalanceacu@
gmail.com along with an explanation of 
your ideal work situation including hours, 
salary expectations, learning goals, work 
strengths, treatment style, and long-term 
goals.

-Melissa Fiegel & Carlos Sessler
Class 27

On September 24, clinic interns and staff participated in a community awareness 
event, The Congenital Heart Walk, a national fundraising event series benefitting the 
Adult Congenital Heart Association (ACHA) and The Children’s Heart Foundation 
(CHF). The walk was to honor and remember the millions who have been impacted 
by congenital heart disease. Organizations that serve as resources for individuals and 
families treating and especially helping individuals prevent heart disease, including the 
Academy, had informational tables and participated in the 3K walk.

In the Community

Thriving Practice for Sale in Cincinnati, OH

Our busy nine year old, part-time acupuncture practice is a hybrid model with two 
private rooms and seven chairs in a community room. We offer acupuncture and 
cupping, with a small retail store. Total gross annual revenue is approximately $80K, 
generated at 25-30 hours work week, with two months off yearly. Patient roster is over 
2300 and growing. I am available to help with transition until you learn all business 
practices. Asking price is $24K, turnkey. This also includes all furniture. Priced low 
because I have decided to stay home with my children, and I am looking to turn over 
by the end of summer. Open to discussions for a quick turnaround. Contact Gigi (513) 
560-4609 or Liz (513) 314-8279 or by email at gkp@klimickacupuncture.com. 

-Gigi Klimick Pereira
Class 19
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On consecutive Wednesday evenings in early April, we held two talks for the public about acupuncture and careers options in 
acupuncture. I would like to express my sincere gratitude to Pam Smith, Ruby Bienert, and Michael Kowalski for their wonderful 
contributions. Two of our fantastic alumni, Melissa Maki (Class 27) and Stephanie Kula (Class 21) submitted videos of their 
practices to showcase during the talk on career options. Melissa has turned her private practice in upstate New York into a wellness 
center and Stephanie blends private practice with community style Five Element acupuncture in the Boston area. I am grateful for 
their willingness to participate, even from a distance! If you want to learn more, the talk and videos will be posted on our website 
soon.

Speaking of websites, we have an updated one! Please check out our gorgeous new look, the one perk of planned obsolescence. 
Liquid Creative Studio, our local comprehensive marketing and graphic design company, has done it again! Spend a few minutes 
clicking around the new site. I hope you’ll like what you see.

In other building news, our new Five Element sign is underway. Please visit the website or contact Andi Houston (andi.houston@
acupuncturist.edu) if you’d like to buy a brick to dedicate to a teacher, friend, or loved one or to commemorate your time at the 
Academy. Also, our solar panels will be installed soon! We are about two to three weeks away. The final permitting is happening now 
and all the materials are in and ready to go.

While you are checking out our new website, please take a look at our upcoming events. I am pleased to announce that Elisabeth 
Rochat de la Vallée will be back in June. She will present a seminar on The Windows of the Sky on Friday, June 16, followed by a 
reception and book signing. On Saturday and Sunday, June 17 and 18, Elisabeth will offer a workshop on The Extraordinary Fu and 
the Mai. You’ll find more information about these workshops in the newsletter and on the website.

And last but certainly not least, our next Preview Day for prospective students will take place on Saturday, June 17 from 11 am to 
4:30 pm. Our next Master of Acupuncture class begins August 17, 2017. If you know that special someone in your life who has what 
it takes to be a Five Element practitioner, please tell them about Preview Day and have them call or send them to the website. We 
would be honored to work with them. Thank you for your ongoing support.

May the vibrant beauty of springtime renew and inspire you,
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I moved my office to a new, larger location 
last year and I’m loving it. I’m offering Five 
Element acupuncture, auricular therapy, Dr. 
Tan’s Balance Method, and Zero Balancing. 
I also started offering acupuncture injection 
after taking the certification and have seen 
such great results. Every day I am hap-
pier with our medicine and for it choosing 
me to practice with it! Wishing you all well 
and keep thinking about a South Florida 
reunion… might have to plant the seed for 
that to manifest. :) 

-Michelle Belanger
Class 14

Special thanks to 
Donna Henderson 

for her generous 
donation to our 

library
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Coming Events

June 16
Elisabeth Rochat de le Vallee

Windows of the Sky
followed by a reception & book signing

June 17-18
Elisabeth Rochat de le Vallee

The Six Extraordinary Fu

June 17
Prospective Student 

Preview Day

August 17
Next Master of Acupuncture 

class begins

We are excited to announce that construction has begun on our brand new, custom made sign incorporating each of the five 
elements. We are offering you the chance to be a permanent part of this sign by purchasing an engraved brick that will be built into 
the structure. Bricks can have your name or the name of your practice on it, or you can choose to honor someone else on the brick 
(i.e. a friend or your parents). We deeply thank those of you who have already purchased bricks and we can’t wait for the engraved 
bricks to be installed.

We welcome donations towards our sign fund in any amount. You can commemorate your donation with an engraved brick for any 
donation of $250 or greater. Please call Andi at 352.335.2332 to donate over the phone, or you can donate any time online here: 
http://acupuncturist.edu/giving/

Buy a Brick

Coming in June
Elisabeth Rochat de la Vallee

Windows of the Sky
June 16, 2017

This class will elucidate the meaning of 
the series of points known as Windows of 
the Sky (Tian You, Heavenly Windows), 
to give a better understanding of these 
remarkable points between the trunk 
and the head, to see what they have in 
common, and understand what symptoms 
are specific to each of them. Friday 
evening- reception and book signing will 
follow this workshop. 

BEFORE JUNE 1:
Academy students & faculty: $95
Alumni & non-Academy students: $110
Everyone else: $135

Elisabeth Rochat de la Vallee 
The Six Extraordinary Fu

June 17-18, 2017

Besides the five zang and six fu which 
form the twelve viscera in charge of 
the organism, there is a series of six 
functions, called the Six Extraordinary 
Fu- the brain, bone marrow, bones, the 
vital circulations (Mai), the gallbladder 
and uterus. A special study will be made 
of the character for “Mai” which can be 
translated either as “vital circulations” or 
the qi that rise and infiltrate everywhere, 
allowing things to propagate and move. 

BEFORE JUNE 1:
Academy students & faculty: $160
Alumni & non-Academy students: $200
Everyone else: $250

CEUs available for licensed FL practitioners. PDAs will be available pending 
approval. For more information or to register, visit our website: 

www.acupuncturist.edu 

http://acupuncturist.edu/giving/ 

